Faith and Community

How Engagement Strengthens Members, Places
of Worship, and Society

A Discussion Guide for Congregations

These discussion questions are based on Chapter 1 of “Faith and Community” by Dr. Rebecca
Glazier. Based on your conversations around these questions, later chapters in the book may be
more interesting or relevant for your congregation.

ME— * ~ « What challenges are currently facing your congregation? Of the
three main challenges discussed in the opening c a|i)ter—
declining attendance, disengaged members, and political
divisiveness—which do you think is the most pressing for your
religious community? For religion as a whole?

« Do the findings about how interested young people are in
volunteering surprise you? Do you think younger members are
being en%aged to their full potential at your place of worship?
How could they be better brought in to full participation?

« How did COVID-19 change your worship community? Are there
both positive and negative effects that persist today?
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« How do you feel when you read about the how consistently
e appeals for community service and engagement occur across
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« How engaged in the community is your congregation right now?
What motivates engagement at your congregation? Is there
anything preventing additional engagement?
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Where Should You Go From Here?

Have you ever had a personally meaningful community service experience? What was that like for
you? Did it happen with your congregation?

If you want to talk more about what motivates engagement like this, how it changes lives,
and how it can bring people closer to God, you may want to read Chapter 3.
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What kinds of community engagement efforts could you imagine your congregation getting
involved in? What would it take to make those happen? What barriers might you encounter?

If you want to talk more about how engagement can help bring your congregation
together and make it stronger, you may want to read Chapter 4.
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Do you know of anzone at your place of worship who holds different political views than you do?
Have you ever worked together at your congregation or on a community or service project? How
has working together influenced your views of each other?

If you want to talk more about how community engagement can help counter political
divisiveness and apathy, you may want to read Chapter 5.
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